loo                       Introducing Shakespeare

... Enter Romeo and his man Balthazar with a torch, mattockf
and a crow of iron .., Romeo opens the tomb - that is, he

draws aside the curtains, revealing Juliet lying on a bier.
Paris comes forward and encounters him. Theyfght ...
Exit the Page ... Paris dies ... Romeo then draws attention
to Juliet, and 'fixes the locality* :

For here lies Juliet, and her beauty makes
This vault a feasting presence full of light.

He takes the poison and Falls ... Enter Friar with a lantern^
crow and spade ... Friar stoops and looks on the blood and
weapons ... Juliet rises ... Exit Friar Laurence ... Enter Boy
and Watch ... Juliet hears them approaching. She stabs her-
self and falls - by the bier over Romeo's body. Enter
Romeo's man ... Enter Friar and another Watchman ... Enter
the Prince ... Enter Cap ulet and his Wife ... Enter Montague...
The sorrowing parents behold the tragedy of the lovers.
Then the Prince says -

Seal up the mouth of outrage for a while.

At these words the curtains are drawn together, and the
story is brought effectively to its close, with the two
fathers reconciled before the curtain which now conceals
the bodies of the dead lovers.

The structure of the stage considerably affected plays.
On the apron stage the actor came forward right into the
midst of his audience, and was therefore in the closest
possible touch. He was not, as in the modern theatre,
divided from them by a curtain or by light and darkness.